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Edgar Allan Poe’s Conflicts
Introduction
The story of Edgar Allan Poe has a lot of conflict between himself and his fathers. In general, his relationships are conflicted, hence, making it hard for him in life. Conflicts are a part of everyday life, and every individual undergoes conflict of some kind. For instance, an individual can have conflicts at their workplace, school, or at home. How an individual chooses to deal with any type of conflict will determine the relationship between individuals. For Edgar, being estranged with his biological father is not explained much since the father abandoned both him and his mother. As the story goes, when Edgar's mother died, he was taken in by a couple named Mr. and Mrs. John (Poe 1).
The relationship between Mr. John and Edgar is also described as conflicting since they do not agree on many things. The couple raised him, but Mrs. John was more concerned about Edgar than his stepfather. I tend to think that Mr. John's perspective or point of view of Edgar was that he could not treat him well since he was not his biological father. This perspective made Edgar become more estranged with his stepfather and not agree on many things throughout the years. This becomes worse after his stepmother passes away, and his stepfather remarries. The relationship between both of them becomes more conflicted. The situation is made worse when Edgar was expelled from the university in 1826. He was also expelled from another academy that he attended after the first university due to gambling debts. Hence, since his stepfather refused to help him pay the debts, he decided to leave the academy and look for greener pastures in Boston. The conflict between Edgar and Mr. John was left unresolved, and no one knew what becomes of the other because it is evident that they dodo not keep in touch. Conflicts between family members leave a permanent mark in each party even though they find it hard to admit it. 
Conflict affected Edgar's life in many ways. First, his unresolved conflict with his biological father was not his doing. His father chooses to leave them. Hence, Edgar was left without a father figure who brings out why he was the way he was. After his mother's death, he was taken in by his stepfamily. The stepfather engaged his conflict between his stepfather and him due to the perception that he had about the status of Edgar in their home. The thought of treating Edgar as his son did not sit right with him, and perhaps that is the reason he never cared for Edgar or his wellbeing. This made Edgar feel less of what he is or supposed to be. Hence, that might be why Edgar's life was a series of ups and downs as he was trying to find a suitable route for his life.
The death of Edgar's stepmother was supposed to bring them closer, but the opposite happened. Hence, his perception of “death, enhancing a loved one's beauty” did not apply to his case. In his case, his stepfather pushed him further away when he remarried and treated him like he was not part of the family. Hence, such treatment and exclusion from his only family made Edgar's conflicted life no better. Another conflict between Edgar and his stepfather was when Mr. John made Edgar not marry Sarah Elmira Royster Shelton due to a lack of money (Poe 2). This made the relationship between Edgar and Elmira break, which made him very angry and hurt. Hence, this made him estranged more to his stepfather and establishing a boundary between their relationships. Unfortunately, it is not shown if his stepfather and Edgar rekindled their involvement in the long run. But the relationship between Edgar and Shelton was rekindled later in the years after each of them had lost a spouse to death.
Another conflict that was evident in Edgar's story was between him and his debtors. He owed people money due to gambling that made him have many debts. He was unable to sort out the debts of other people obtained from gambling because he did not have the money. His attempts to ask his stepfather were all in vain because Mr. John refused to pay his debts for him. The conflict between Edgar and his debtors forced him to leave the academy he had enrolled with and made him go to Boston (Poe 2). He was still undecided about what to do next because his life was then falling apart.
Conflict can make individuals go through rough roads because they do not agree with one another or do not like each other. For instance, Edgar and his stepfather did not agree on anything because neither of them was interested in relating to each other. Edgar may not have had this perception when he got to live with his stepparents, but as time went by, the treatment he got from his stepfather made him not try and fix their relationship, even in the later years. Also, grief can make an individual have conflicts with themselves. It makes them feel lonely and questions every move they made before losing a loved one. For instance, Edgar is an individual who went through a lot of loss because of death. This started with his mother, then his stepmother, who made his life miserable and later his wife's death that made him explode and sink himself in alcohol. The conflict that goes through an individual is questioning if he does not deserve good things or people who love them or understand them since death tends to take them all. Hence, his line of “death being horrific when an individual realizes it is in store for everyone” means that death does not choose who to take (Poe 3). His wife's death triggered all the experience he felt for losing all his loved ones, which made him drown himself in alcohol.
Conclusion
Conflicts within oneself are solved when an individual realizes that life will move on as usual, and there are better things in store for them. For example, after three years, Edgar found his long lost love, Shelton, and they rekindled their romance, which made him happy (Poe 3). Thus, a conflict between two individuals and oneself can be hard to solve until a good thing comes around a person's life. If individuals decide to put away their differences and resolve the conflict between them, then the results would be positive and fulfilling and vice versa. 
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